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Cheyenne real estate 
is ‘buyer-saturated’

By Jasmine 
Wilburn-Leftwich 

Co-Graphics Designer

For young pro-
fessionals trying to 
establish themselves 
in Cheyenne, finding 
affordable housing 
can be a challenge. 

“Young people 
want to be trendy, and 
Cheyenne isn’t really 
tendy,” said Cheyenne 
Realtor Adrianna True 
of RE/MAX Capitol.

According to 
Zillow, there were 
132 available rentals 
in Cheyenne com-
pared to more than 

500 places listed for 
sale on Feb. 28.  True 
said that “Cheyenne 
has been more of a 
‘buyer-saturated’ 
market since July 
2017.” In the world of 
real estate, a “buyer-
saturated” housing 
market means the city 
has more buyers than 
homes.  Homes are 
selling fast, making 
the demand for rental 
property high, True 
said. In addition to 
the small amount of 
homes available for 
rent, the prices of 
rentals can be costly 
due to the demand for 

them. 
“If you’re thinking 

about buying a home 
and new to the pro-
cess, Wyoming offers 
a great program called 
WCDA (Wyoming 
Community 
Development 
Authority),” True said. 

The program 
provides low-interest, 
single family mort-
gages and education 
to help customers buy 
and maintain homes. 
WCDA also offers 
programs to aid in the 
sustainability of home 
ownership.  

“It’s a great pro-

gram for residents 
of Wyoming who are 
younger and less 
experienced in real 
estate,” True said.

But for young pro-
fessionals who aren’t 
ready to buy a home 
yet, the rental market 
can be more expen-
sive than a mortgage. 
For instance, Zillow 
lists the average mort-
gage for a 3-bedroom, 
2-bathroom house 
with about 2,100 
square feet at $966 
per month. A search 
for rentals of com-
parable size resulted 
in 10 results with an 

average cost of $1,390 
per month, or about 
$424 more than the 
average mortgage. 

Pet owners who 
are looking to rent 
have even slimmer 
pickings. A search on 
Zillow revealed that 
only 30 percent of 
property owners allow 
pets, and the property 
owners that do allow 
pets often charge a 
pet deposit fee, which 
on average can cost 
a pet owner $200 to 
$400. Property owners 
can also charge extra 
per month for “pet 
rent.” Pet owners who 

also need a garage will 
have an even harder 
time renting, as a 
recent Zillow search 
found that, of the 
rentals that included 
a garage, only 14 per-
cent of them allowed 
pets. 

For students 
looking to live 
independently, the 
rental market can be 
expensive as well. 
According to Zillow, 
the average rental 
price for a 1-bedroom 
apartment out of 15 
rentals listed is $846 
per month. By com-
parison, a semester in 

a super single room 
in the East residence 
hall is $2,880, or 
about $720 a month 
for rent, according to 
the published rates 
on LCCC’s website. 
However, students are 
also required to buy 
a meal plan as part of 
living in the residence 
hall, which can cost 
as much as $1,720 per 
semester, and they 
are required to pay 
$250 per semester for 
utilities. 

Homes are selling fast, putting rentals in high demand

All right readers, I 
know that most 
of the opinion 

pieces that you’ve 
seen from me have 
been in a more angry 
tone (ask anyone 
who knows me, I’m 
generally a grumpy 
person). So, I’m going 
to change it up a bit 
for once. Look at me, 
making new year 
resolutions (just kid-
ding, the idea of me 
not being angry was 
never on the table to 
begin with).

What could I pos-
sibly write about that 
isn’t angry, you may 
ask? Dear readers, 
that would be the 

melancholy feeling 
I’m experiencing 
because I’m moving a 
thousand miles away 
from home. I’m trad-
ing anger for sadness, 
yay!

Sarcasm aside, I 
really do want to talk 
about how terrifying 
the idea of leaving 
everything I know to 
move to a city and 
state I’m completely 
unfamiliar with is. 
Terrifying, but also it’s 
exciting and different.

As many of you 
could have guessed 
from my position 
at Wingspan, I’m 
wanting to get my 
bachelor’s degree 

in photography. 
Specifically, from the 
Savannah College 
of Art and Design in 
Savannah, Georgia. 
This school became 
my dream college 
when was 16. At the 
time, it was more of a 
pipe dream, some-

thing I could never 
quite reach. It’s a 
private school, about 
$50,000 a year, and la-
belled as the Harvard 
of art schools. I never 
thought it would be 
possible for me, yet 
here I am four years 
later talking to admis-

sions reps and trying 
to find a way to nickel 
and dime every asset 
I can to attend. 

The initial 
thoughts I’ve had 
centered around 
the how and when; 
mainly logistical 
planning. But now, oh 
boy, now it’s hitting 
me that I’m moving a 
thousand miles away 
in less than a year. 
Yikes. I honestly got 
so caught up in the 
idea of going there 
that I forgot I have to 
leave everything I’ve 
known for the past 10 
years of my life. 

I’m going to be 
honest, I’m terrified 

and anxious. The 
thought of leaving my 
family and friends 
makes me want to cry. 

And leaving my 
cat; God, leaving my 
cat tears my heart 
into a million pieces. 
Let me tell you, dear 
reader, mentioning 
my cat may seem 
ridiculous to you, but 
that cat is basically 
my child and it makes 
me so upset to leave 
my baby. 

Leaving everything 
I know is where this 
melancholy feeling 
is stemming from. I 
have to keep remind-
ing myself that leav-
ing home will open 

so many doors for me 
and give me the op-
portunity to have my 
dream job (a badass 
National Geographic 
photographer). When 
I think about it that 
way, it takes some 
of the weight off my 
heart and gives me 
something to look 
forward to. 

I know that where 
I need to be this com-
ing September isn’t in 
Cheyenne. This may 
sound harsh but it’s 
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Cheyenne:
Rent: $736
Sq. Ft.: 685

Med. Income
$60,878Laramie:

Rent: $655
Sq. Ft.: 731

Med. Income
$43,191

Riverton:
Rent: $503
Sq. Ft.: N/A

Med. Income
$51,102

Gillette:
Rent: $670
Sq. Ft.: 717

Med. Income
$74,348

Casper:
Rent: $713
Sq. Ft.: 743

Med. Income
$60,470

Spearfish:
No Rental Data 

Available
Med. Income

$43,692

Fort Collins:
Rent: $1,205
Sq. Ft.: 701

Med. Income
$60,110

Greeley:
Rent: $947
Sq. Ft.: 668

Med. Income
$52,887

Boulder:
Rent: $1,494
Sq. Ft.: 652

Med. Income
$64,183

Logan:
Rent: $888
Sq. Ft.: 698

Med. Income
$38,412

Salt Lake City:
Rent: $1,012
Sq. Ft.: 657

Med. Income
$54,009

Provo:
Rent: $734
Sq. Ft.: 549

Med. Income
$44,312

Sheridan:
No Rental Data 

Available
Med. Income

$52,666

Powell:
No Rental Data 

Available
Med. Income

$50,872
Chadron:

No Rental Data 
Available

Med. Income
$44,773

Torrington:
No Rental Data 

Available
Med. Income

$42,202

Wyoming

Colorado

Utah

Nebraska

South DakotaRent data from:
Apartments.com
Income data from:
Census.gov
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Rent prices vary in regional college towns


