
March 11, 2019
lcccwingspan.com

Wingspan 3campus news

By Courtney 
Walston  
Photo Editor

The renovation of 
the Fine Arts Building 
that’s beginning in 
June is expected to 
result in closure of 
the film photography 
darkroom used for 
the Introduction to 
Photography course.

Arts and 
Humanities Dean 
Daniel Powell said the 
renovation plans don’t 
include the darkroom 
because of cost, as 
well as the need to 
modernize the media 
department’s equip-
ment.

“We can’t use that 
space for anything 
else,” Powell said. 
“We have to buy the 
chemicals, which are 
expensive; we have 

to pay to dispose of 
the chemicals, which 
is expensive; there’s 
even a special filtra-
tion system that goes 
into that room that 
was in need of updat-
ing. There’s a large 
number of variables.”

The Arts and 
Humanities school 
received $7,000 in 
Perkins grant funds 
that were combined 
with department and 
LCCC Foundation 
funds to buy 10 new 
digital cameras and 
lenses at a cost of 
slightly more than 
$15,000. 

“We bought new 
digital cameras for 
the class in anticipa-
tion of the darkroom 
going away, and that’s 
sort of a logical step of 
modernizing to teach 
students relevant 
skills with current 

equipment to go out 
and become pho-
tographers … they’re 
nice, nice cameras,” 
Powell said. 

The shift of the 
medium in which 
photography is cap-
tured comes with a 
corresponding shift 
in the way a course 
such as Introduction 
to Photography is 
taught. 

Adjunct Media 
Instructor J O’Brien 
said there is a mas-
sive difference in the 
methodology when 
comparing film to 
digital photography. 

“I think that teach-
ing film forces stu-
dents to be more de-
liberate,” O’Brien said. 
“It forces students to 
really, truly under-
stand and engage 
photography … you’re 
never so mindful of 

how important light 
is to photography as 
you are when you 
shoot film. Digital just 
removes all that.”

When it comes 
to the level at which 
students understand 
the fundamentals of 
photography, O’Brien 
said the grasp is 
much stronger with 
students who learn 
with film.

“They have a far 

better appreciation of 
exposure. Digital just 
has so many cheats 
… digital cameras, 
there’s just so many 
crutches, and if you 
only shoot digital, I 
think it takes longer 
to get to the point 
where you actually 
understand light and 
how light creates an 
image, and you miss a 
lot of opportunities,” 
O’Brien said.

O’Brien said he 
doesn’t know if he’ll 
be teaching the 
course after the spring 
semester.

“I’ve not been 
asked to be part 
of that process 
(of restructuring 
the course), and 
they should have a 
full-time instructor 
now,” O’Brien said. “I 
don’t know if they’ve 
completely thought it 

through. They’re going 
to have to rewrite 
the MCOR (Master 
Course Outline of 
Record) because the 
film components 
are actually written 
into the MCOR. The 
competencies, the 
course description, 
the cornerstones. 
They’re going to have 
to rewrite that.”

Photography darkroom closing after spring semester
Grant money used to purchase new digital cameras in anticipation of closure
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Film phased out:                Courtney Walston
Film instructor J O’Brien said that film photography forces students to be more 
deliberate in their work.


